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MANUFACTURERS  OF 

Grand  Square  and  Upright  Piano-Fortes, 

lEHIUST  G-ST03NT,  OlNTTE^IRIO. 


Are  Acknowledged  to  rival  the  best  Imported 

Instruments  in 

anti  ®cpue  of  jfinisjj, 

WHILE  IN  DELICATE  EVENNESS  OE  TOUCH  AND 

PTJEITT  OIF  TOITE, 

THEY  ARE 

IHiBflllli  WW  AM¥  1111 


THE  FACTORY,  originally,  of  which  the  above  “cut”  is  a  representation,  was  66  feet  square, 
three  stories  high  in  front  rising  to  five  in  rear.  The  rapidly  increasing  demand  for  the  Pianos 
of  Messrs  Weber  &  Co.  required  further  facilities  for  manufacturing.  During  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1872,  an  addition  was  erected  66  feet  in  length,  and  corresponding  with  the  main  building 
in  height  and  general  appearance.  The  whole  structure  is  therefore  now  by  far  the  largest  of  the 
kind  in  the  Dominion,  being  132  feet  long  by  66  feet  in  width;  and  built  as  it  is  in  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  manner  of  cut  stone,  with  tin  roofs,  forms  an  edifice  of  which  any  city  in  Canada  might 
be  proud.  It  is  centrally  situated  on  the  corner  of  Princess  and  Ontario  Streets,  Kingston,  Ontario. 

The  boiler  and  engine  which  furnish  the  motive  power  for  the  various  kinds  of  iron  and 
wood  working  machinery  in  use,  are  placed  in  an  adjoining  engine-house,  also  built  of  stone. 
A  drying-kiln  with  capacity  of  about  20,000  ft.  is  in  one  of  the  spacious  cellars.  Either  wet 
or  dry  steam  can  be  employed  ;  but  all  the  lumber  used  is  weather-seasoned  for  one  or  two  years 
before  undergoing  the  kiln  drying  process,  which  lasts  for  one  or  more  months  longer. 
All  the  Machinery  in  service  is  of  the  latest  improved  kind,  and  consists  in  part  of  a 
“Daniel”  planer;  surface  planer;  band,  circular  and  scroll  saws;  jointer;  turning  lathes;  iron 
and  wood-drilling  machines  &c.  &c.  The  premises  are  heated  and  glue  boiled  by  the  same 
agency, — steam-pipes,  of  which  there  are  some  10,000  ft.  throughout  the  whole  building.  The 
steam  as  it  condenses  flows  back  to  a  tank  and  thence  finds  it  way  again  into  the  boiler.  There 
is  also  every  facility  for  raising  and  lowering  the  pianos  from  one  floor  to  another. 

In  short,  the  object  of  the  proprietors  has  been  to  produce  a  model  factory,  one  in 
which  the  economization  of  labor  will  improve  instead  of  injuring  the  quality  of  the  article  manufac¬ 
tured.  How  well  they  have  succeeded,  is  willingly  admitted  by  everyone  who  has  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  inspecting  it,  as  well  as  by  the  best  musical  critics  in  the  Dominion. 

[PRINTED  AT  THE  BRITISH  “WHIG”  OFFICE,  KINGSTON.] 


Piano  Manufacturing, 


VIST  CANADA. 


—'•a-  K  — •. 

Until  quite  a  recent  u 3 riod  the  music-loving  Canadian  was  to- 
tally  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  maimufactniers.  None  but  foreign- 
made  instruments  graced  the  drawing-room  of  the  wealthy,  or  thrill¬ 
ed  the  heart  of  the  musician.  The  names  “Chickering,”  “Steniway, 
Dunham,”  &c. ,  were  everywhere  seen;  but  no  piano  as  yet  bore 
a  native  imprint.  Gradually,  however,  some  experiments  at  man¬ 
ufacturing  in  Canada  began  to  be  made  upon  a  very  limited  scale 
by  enthusiastic  mechanics  with  Hie  almost  unvarying  lesult, 
failure.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  success  were  indeed  numer¬ 
ous.  It  was  impossible  to  obtain  skilled  workmen  ;  for  the  most 
competent  men  are  those  who  understand  thoroughly  some  paitic- 
ular  branch  of  the  trade,  and  they  consequently  do  not  like  to 
work  at  any  other.  The  large  manufacturer  can  retain  such  men, 
because  he  can  give  them  steady  employment  ;  the  small  one  can¬ 
not,  and  finally  himself  is  obliged  to  suspend  operations.  No  < 
Canadian  capitalist  was  bold  enough  to  attempt  manufacturing  j 
upon  a  large  scale  ;  and  the  feeble  trade  was  in  danger  of  becoming  ( 
utterly  extinct,  when  the  American  civil  war  gave  it.  a  fresh  ian-  < 
pet  us"  The  cost  of  imported  instruments  increased  as  a  natural  se-  ' 
queues  to  the  increased  c  st  of  labor  and  raw  materials.  Ihenafew  , 
factories  were  established  and  native  pianos  became  sought  after, 
bsci'.ue  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  there  was  really  little  differ¬ 
ence  in  quality  between  them  and  the  foreign  competitors,  while 
the  "advantage  of  price  was  wholly  upon  their  side. 

We  refer  above  to  the  best  instruments.  We  are  well  aware 
that  wh  it  are  known  as  the  American  Cheap  Pianos,  have  been 
the  bane  of  Canadian  manufacturers.  They  are  only  made  for 
wholesale  ;  and  are  frequently  imported  by  dealers  in  this  country 

at  priees-lewr  than  the  maker -can- wadi,  adbrd  to  sell,  .simply  to  get 

rid  of  a  surplus  stock.  H  is  any  intending  purchaser  considered, 
how  he  would  enforce  the  guarantee  received  with  one  of  those 
worthless  instruments  [  If  he  be  determined  to  buy  any  Anieu- 
can  piano,  let  him  buy  a  good  one,  and  pay  for  it. 

The'  existing  tariff  operates  injuriously  against  the  Canadian 
piano-forte  maker.  The  30  per  cent  gold  import  duty  effectually 
closes  the  immense  market  of  the  I  nited  States  against  him  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  our  import  duty  is  only  15  percent,  which  is  by  no 
means  prohibitory  and  scarcely  restrictive.  There  should  be 
a  nearer  equalization  of  the  customs’  duties  in  this  respect. 

But  notwithstanding  the  many  drawbacks  they  have  experien¬ 
ced  in  common  with  other  Canadian  makers,  Messrs.  Weber  &  Co. 
can  point  with  pardonable  pride  to  the  fact  that  they  aie  now 
manufacturing  from  seven  to  eight  square  pianos  a  week  (besides 
uprights),  and  find  a  ready  sale  for  all.  This  gratifying  result  has 
been  attained  within  the  short  space  of  three  years,  by  securing 
the  best  workmen  and  sparing  no  expense  to  make  their  instru¬ 
ments  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible. 


SH’  §>'  CANADA. 


With  respect  to  the  most  common  and  most  easily  executed  of  all  instiu- 
mental  music,  that  of  the  piano,  we  can  speak  favorably.  1  here  are  a  large 
number  of  very  good  performers  throughout  <  anada,  but  especially  m  the 
larger  cities  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  in  this  matter  we  can  challenge  com¬ 
parison  with  any  country  of  equal  size.  Notwithstanding  the  depressing 
influence  which  dance-music  exercises  on  the  standard  of  the  music  of  this 
instrument,  it  is  by  no  means  rare  to  hear  compositions  of  the  highest  order 
correctly  and  tastefully  rendered  in  our  drawing-rooms,  and  there  are  many 
more  than  would  at  first  view  appear  who  are  able  and  willing  to  play 
classical  music,  but  who  are  deterred  by  a  fear  that  it  will  fall  flat 
on  their  hearers.  In  spite  of  the  horrible  dm  of  the  quadrille  and  the  airy 
and  unsubstantial  waltz-music,  the  Canadian  piano  is  often  touched  by  the 
truly  excellent  performer,  and  is  almost  the  only  instrument  of  which  this 
can  be  said.”  Can.  Monthly  for  March, 


TUI  W-IKl 

Piano-Fortes. 


Among'  the  numerous  candidates  for  the  favor  of  the 
Canadian  public,  the  pianos  of  Messrs  Weber  &  Co.  are 
rapidly  becoming  the  most  popular.  In  Ontario  especially 
are  they  deservedly  praised,  whi'ein  Quebec  the  demand 
for  them  is  constantly  increasing;  and  from  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Manitoba  and  even  British  Columbia 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  many  applications  have  been 
received  from  parties  desirous  of  being  appointed  agents. 
It  is  no  boastful  exaggeration  to  say  that  these  instru¬ 
ments  are  already  favorably  known  from  one  end  of  the 
Dominion  to  the  other.  Their  special  points  of  excel¬ 
lence  are  a  full,  round,  powerful  yet  brilliant  tone,  a 
delicate  and  even  touch  and  a  capability  to  stand  in  tune 
a  great  length  of  time.  The  wrest-plank  is  so  con¬ 
structed  that  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  check  or  split  : 
and  the  tuning  pins  now  used  being  an  improved  kind, 
can  become  loose  only  through  ill-usage,  and  even  in 
that  event  any  tuner  can  with  very  little  difficulty  make 
them  again  as  firmly  set  as  ever.  So  in  every  part  of 
the  instrument  there  is  the  same  care  taken  to  use  the 
very  best  materials  and  in  the  application  of  them.  Every 
piano  is  thoroughly  inspected  before  it  leaves  the  factory 
and  not  one  is  shipped  unless  it  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 
Therefore  parties  ordering  at  a  distance  can  feel  assured 
of  beim*  as  well  satisfied  with  their  purchase  as  it  they 
were  personally  present  to  make  a  se  ection 

Only  at  two  Provincial ‘Exhibitions  have  they  been 
placed  in  competition  publicly  with  others;  viz — At 
Kingston  1871,  and  at  Hamilton  1872.  On  t lie  iosmer 
occasion  they  obtained  a  FIRhT  PRIZE  A  DIPLOMA, 
and  on  the  latter  TWO  FIRS’!'  PRIZES  were  awarded 
them.  This  success  was  obtained  by  merit  alone  and 
notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  interested  paities  to 
confound  with  them  the  “Fox”  and  “Rnppe,  Weber  &  Co 
pianos.  The  latter  were  some  years  ago  also  manufac¬ 
tured  at  Kingston;  and  this  fact  furnished  the  only  ground 
upon  which  to  base  the  misrepresentations. 

Messrs.  Weber  A  Co.  do  not  claim  for  their  pianos 
perfection,  but  they  do  claim  that  they  are  now  as  near¬ 
ly  perfect  as  careful  supei  vision,  good  workmanship,  and 
the  best  materials  can  make  them.  1  hey  have  all  the 
modern  improvements,  such  as  “Overstrung  Bass,”  “  Ag¬ 
raffe  Treble”  Ac.,  Ac.  And  it  is  no  slight  proof  ot  superior¬ 
ity  that  the  number  now  annually  produced  probably 
exceeds  that  of  all  other  Canadian  manufacturers  com¬ 
bined. 


It  will  l>e  seen  upon  reference  to  the  Revised  Prices  that  they  are  higher 
than  the  quotations  heretofore  given. 

The  cost  of  materials  used  in  manufacturing  Musical  Instruments  hr  s 
been  gradually  advancing  for  the  past  eighteen  months  ;  and  labor  both 
skilled  and  unskilled  is  .  everywhere  demanding  and  receiving  higher  i  e- 
muneration.  In  these  two  facts  lie  the  reason  and  apology  for  the  present 
change  of  prices. 

The  revision  was  absolutely  necessary. 
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Style  No.  !. 


•Seven  Octaves,  Agraffe  Treble,  0  verst  rang  Bass,  Bose-  Style  No.  2 
wood,  Front  Round  Corners,  Carved  Legs  Moulding  on 


Plinth,  Bevelled  Top,  Carved  Lyre,  and  Scroll  Desk 
1  .ength,  (i  feet  4  inches  ;  Width  3  feet ;  I  )epth  1  ft.  3  inches.  \ 

Price  $B50  s 


Style  No.  4. 


> 

Is  the  same  as  No.  1,  excepting  that  all  the  corners  are  St4  le  N  o.  5. 
round,  and  the  back  and  front  finished  alike. 

Price  $300.  < 

Style  No.  Is  the  same  as  No.  1,  excepting  that  it  is  a  larger  Instru-  i  Style  No  <S. 
ment  and  of  different  scale.  Length,  0  feet  9  inches  ; 

Wi  1th,  3  feet  4J  inches ;  Depth,  1  foot  3  inches. 

Pi  ice  $400. 

Stylo  No.  1©- Is  the  same  as  No.  7,  excepting  that  all  four  corners  are  k  -  *  s 

round,  and  the  back  and  front  finished  alike. 

Price  $450. 


-Seven  Octaves,  Agraffe  Treble,  Overstrung  Bass,  Rose 
wood,  Front  Round  Corners,  Carved  Legs,  Serpentine 
Base,  Moulding  on  Plinth,  Bevelled  Top,  Carved  Lyre 
and  Scroll  Desk  ;  same  size  as  No.  1. 

Price  $:57.>. 

-Is  the  same  as  No.  2,  excepting  that  all  the  four  corners 
are  round,  and  the  back  is  finished  same  as  front. 

Price  $425. 

—Is  the  same  as  No.  2  in  general  appearance,  but  in  size 
and  scale  is  similar  to  No.  7. 

Price  $425. 

-Is  the  same  as  No.  8,  excepting  that  all  four  corners  are 
round,  and  the  back  and  front  finished  alike. 

Price  $500. 


Style  N<>,  15.  Seven  Octaves,  Agraffe  Treble.  Overstrung  I  kiss.  Rose¬ 
wood,  Front  Round  Corners,  Extra  Carved  Legs,  Serpen¬ 
tine  Base,  Heavy  Mouldings  on  Case  and  Plinth,  Bevell¬ 
ed  Top,  Carved  Lvre  and  Scroll  Desk  ;  ..same  size  as  No.  1. 

Price  $:5!H>. 


Style  No.  1. — With  Octagon  instead  of  Carved  Legs.  jPrlce 

Style  No,  7.  With  Octagon  Legs.  Price  $!50o. 


Style  No.  t».  Is  the  same  as  No.  3,  excepting  that  all  the  four  corners 
are  round,  and  the  back  and  front  finished  alike. 

Price  $45©. 

Style  No,  O  Is  the  same  as  No.  3  in  general  appearance  ;  but  in  size 
and  scale  is  similar  to  No.  7. 

Price  $450. 

Style  No.  12  Seven  Octaves,  Agiaffe  Treble,  Rosewood,  tour  Round 
Corners,  extra  Carved  Legs  and  Lyre,  Serpentine  Base 
all  around,  back  finished  like  front,  heavy  Mouldings  on 
Case  and  Plinth,  Bevelled  Top,  Scroll  Desk ;  same  size 

as  No.  7.  Price  $550. 


These  two  are  the  only  styles  to  which  Octagon  Legs  seem  adapted.  They 
are  only  fitted  to  order. 

Extra  Styles  of  any  description  made  to  order. 

The  Out  representing  Styles  Nos.  d,  6,  9  uucl  Id,  is  ini  perfect  in 
the  Leys  and  Lyre.  They  are  more  richly  carved  than  as  shown  in 
the  Engraving. 

yFifPianos  Boxed  and  Shipped  Free  of  Fliarge. 

A  Written  Cinarantce  for  5  years  w  ith  eycry  one. 


PIANO-FORTES. 


SQUARE  TPI^A-UsT O  S 


SCALE  A  TO  A  -All  Seven  Octaves. 


These,  the  Musical  Instruments  most  generally  used  in  England,  are 
seldom  met  with  in  Canada  ;  yet  a  good  Upright  Piano  at  a  reasonable  price 
is  a  want  almost  universally  felt.  Messrs.  Weber  &  Co.  have  been  making 
an  earnest  endeavour  to  supply  the  want,  and  feel  that  they  have  at  length 
succeeded. 

Mr.  Hammar,  the  Superintendent  of  the  factory,  who  is  a  gentleman 
of  over  30  years  practical  experience,  gives  special  attention  to  this 
department.  He  is  confident  that  the  pianos  now  offered  to  the 
rublic  are  equally  as  good  as  those  made  by  Messrs.  Broadwood  or  Col¬ 
ard,  are  considerably  cheaper  and  have  the  additional  advantage  of  being 
specially  fitted  for  a  rigorous  Canadian  climate. 

They  are  classed  as  follows  : — 

STYLE  A.  No.  1. — Rosewood,  Scale  A.  to  A.,  Seven  Octaves,  Carved 
Trusses  and  Circular  Fall.  Size,  4  ft.  5  inches  by  2  ft. 
2  inches.  Height,  3  feet  8  inches.  PRICE  $225. 

No.  2. — Same  Instrument  in  Walnut,  with  Square 
Fall  and  Turned  Pilasters.  PRICE  $200. 

STYLE  B.  No.  1.  — Rosewood,  Scale,  A.  to  A.,  Seven  Octaves,  Carved 
Trusses  and  Circular  Fall.  Size,  4  ft.  5  inches  by  2  ft. 
2  inches.  Height,  4  feet  2  inches.  PRICE  $250. 

No.  2. — Same  Instrument  in  Walnut,  with  Square 
Fall  and  Turned  Pilasters.  PRICE  $225. 

STYLE  C. — Rosewood,  Oblique,  Scale  A.  to  A.,  Seven  Octaves, 
Carved  Trusses,  and  Circular  Fall.  Size,  4  feet  7  in. 
by  2  feet  2  inches.  Height,  4  ft.  6  inches. 

PRICE  $300. 

i&r  Extra  Styles  made  to  order  at  prices  from  $300  to  $500  each. 

All  have  Wrought  Iron  Frames,  and  are  fully  warranted  for  five  years, 


No.  1. — Small,  two  round  comers,  plain .  $350  00 

“  2. — Small,  two  round  comers,  two  mouldings,  serpentine  base  . .  375  00 
“  3. — Small,  two  round  comers,  three  mouldings,  serpentine  base.  390  00 

“  4. — Small,  four  round  comers,  plain .  390  00 

“  5. — Small,  four  round  corners,  two  moulding,  serpentine  base . .  425  00 

“  6. — Small,  four  round  corners,  three  mouldings,  serpentine  base.  450  00 

“  7. — Large,  two  round  corners,  plain .  400  00 

“  8. — Large,  two  round  comers,  two  mouldings,  serpentine  base. .  425  00 

“  9. — Large,  two  round  corners,  three  mouldings,  serpentine  base.  450  00 
“  10. — Large,  four  round  comers,  plain .  450  00 


“  11. — Large,  four  round  corners,  two  mouldings,  serpentine  base..  500  00 
“  12. — Large,  four  round  comers,  three  mouldings,  serpentine  base.  550  00 
“  1. — Octagon  Legs  340  00 

“  7.-  “  “  “  390  00 

Extr  Styles  m  de  to  Order. 

«S*A  LIBERAL  DISCOUNT  FOR  CASH. 


In  submitting  their  present  Circular  to  the  public,  Messrs  Weber  &  Co.  desire  to  intimate  that 
they  have  purposely  omitted  publishing  any  laudatory  testimonials,  knowing  the  suspicion  with 
which  such  are  regi.rded  by  those  who  are  aware  of  the  facilities  for  obtaining  them. 

They  prefer  and  expect  each  one  to  test  the  instruments  for  himself,  and  base  his  decision  upon 
that  alone.  And  they  offer  to  exchange  gratis  any  instrument  purchased  of  them,  (unless  made 
to  particular  order)  if  received  back  at  their  warerooms  free  of  expense  of  carriage  within  six 
months  of  the  day  of  deliver/. 

Hr.  C.  C.  HOOPER,  of  Kingston,  Ont.,  is  the  only  GENERAL  AGENT  associated  with  them. 

Having  affected  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Frederick  Kuhn,  a  first  class  piano-forte  tuner  from 
London,  Eng.,  they  are  now  enabled  to  contract  for  Tuning  by  the  year  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Kuhn  will  regularly  attend  to  their  pianos.  Kingston,  May  1st,  1873. 


A  GENTS  WANTED  IN  EVER  Y  UNREPRESENTED  DISTRICT. 


Parties  desirous  of  Agencies  will  apply  to  the  Hern  for 


